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CHRISTMAS IN JULY TRIP TO DAWSVILLE
Quite often there are outings that emphasize
how lucky the residents feel to be living in a
village like Amaroo! The Christmas in July Trip
to Dawsville held on Thursday, 23rd July 2015,
was no exception.
On the day, residents boarded a luxury coach
complete
with
commentary
and
entertainment. The morning was beautiful
and it was picture perfect upon arrival at
Dawsville. Everyone was able to walk and
enjoy at their leisure.
They were served a delicious roast lunch at
the cafe. The dining was beautifully set with tables colourfully decorated.
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THE WAY FORWARD
Coming to live in a retirement
village like the ones that
Amaroo
operate
offers
retirees a quality of life which
in turn often adds years to life
expectancy. While we cannot
guarantee this, many of our
residents have said that when
they came into the village,
their life was extended.

Today, overall Amaroo Care Services Inc has grown
to 395 Independent Living Units, 173 residential care
beds across the two caring centres and has
commenced offering home care packages.

Indeed, some of their
comments have been captured and are listed below:

Furthermore the organisation has expanded to open
2 new villages at Denmark and Albany on WA’s south
coast. The Denmark site currently has 36 villas and a
clubhouse. Amaroo also manages another adjoining
village at Denmark, namely Lionsville comprising of
26 rental units, a joint venture with the Department
of Housing. At Albany, Amaroo has 12 villas (with
another 4 under construction) and a new clubhouse
with sufficient land for another 40 villas.

“My husband said we were becoming slaves to our
house and needed to have the freedom to use our
caravan more. Now we go away for months at a time
and know our new home will be safe and secure until
we return”
“I had been widowed for a number of years and was
feeling lonely and isolated, I wanted somewhere I
could make new friends with like-minded interests”
Currently about 184,000 Australians live in
retirement villages, or 5.8% of the population over
the age of 65 years. This penetration rate is
projected to increase to 7.5% in 2025. The increased
rate, combined with the increase in the seniors’
population, means that there will be approximately
382,000 people wanting to live in a retirement village
in 2025. This is more than double the 184,000
residents currently calling a retirement village home.
Little wonder is it that we are seeing increased
interest from retirees seeking easier life styles.
Retirement villages offer a range of services and
supports to their residents that invariably improve
the quality of life with the age appropriate supports
in a community environment. With an active village
Social Club, there can be a wide range of activities
and special interests for the residents to participate
and share. Residents come from a range of
backgrounds and experiences which forms a wealthy
tapestry of enriched social lives.

At Gosnells, there are 321 villas and while there are
another 9 villas under construction, we are
redeveloping the older sections of the village where
our 1 bedroom ILUs are being replaced with new 2 &
3 bedroom ones to meet changing demands.

Recent resident surveys have clearly indicated a high
level of satisfaction at all villages. New residents have
often expressed:
“We should have moved in 5 years ago”,
“Our lives are much easier”,
“The social activity has enriched my life”.
Amaroo-Gosnells is able to offer a continuum of care
from Independent Living >> Home Care >>
Residential Care which is always an attractive option
when consideration is being made about which
retirement village. While we can never guarantee a
residential care place, many of our village residents
get to use our Caring Centres.
Amaroo’s home care offers village and local residents
an excellent support service that enables the
recipients or clients the opportunity to remain in
their homes and maintain their independence for
much longer. This is particularly is doable with the
implementation of Consumer Directed Care.

AMAROO VILLAGE

As well as redeveloping the village ILUs, a builder is
soon to be appointed to commence the
redevelopment of the Buckley Caring Centre (BCC)
which will see a new ‘stand alone’ 74 bed residential
aged care facility adjacent to the existing BCC.
Sections known as Karri & Jarrah shall be refurbished
and joined up with new; whereas Tuart will be
demolished. Combined, residential care places on
site shall amount to 128. With an additional 92
places available at McMahon Caring Centre, this
redevelopment will expand our capacity to 220 bed
places.
The new Gosnells village clubhouse and
administration block as discussed and planned with
residents to be built on the Winnie Jones – Dot’s
Cafe site has been deferred for the time being
because there is a more urgent need to address the
growing demand for additional residential care
places.
While much of this may sound like Amaroo may
measure success from what is built, the Board,
management and staff are more focussed upon
improving the quality of life for our people who
come to us at affordable prices.
Subsequently village layout and building design
together with suitable amenities to facilitate:
affordable housing options, quality care and support
services, and social activity that “value-add to the
lives of our residents”. So far, most agree this has
been working well and although we have achieved
significant improvements over past decade, it is
acknowledged there are still frontiers to conquer
with WA’s ageing population.
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community need is located adjacent to the AV
McMahon Caring Centre on Amaroo-owned land off
Lissiman Street. The shed has a membership of 180
and growing. Amaroo had the land and space next
to the original Lewis Family Homestead and was only
too happy that we could offer this opportunity to
the men.
Seniors are Valuable
At last it is dawning on Governments that Australia’s
seniors are indeed a very precious resource and
greater recognition needs to be given to this
demographic.
For a decade we have heard that the rapidly ageing
population was going to become an increasing drain
on future generations.
The Intergenerational Report has recently
highlighted the importance of retaining Australians
in the workplace in the decades ahead – still much
work to be done to get employers to realise the
value of keeping their older employees on or
employing seniors. Ageism remains alive and well –
younger managers possibly feel threatened; over
50’s still find it hard to get jobs.
Research undertaken by the National Senior’s
Association has revealed that the economic and
social contribution of mature age Australians is
$65.7 billion or about one sixth of current
Commonwealth expenditure. Much of this comes
from measured voluntary or unpaid work that is
undertaken in the community. Such includes the
childminding
of
grandchildren,
community
volunteering.

An Interesting Partnership
During 2015, the Gosnells Community Men’s Shed
was completed and officially opened by the WA
Premier. This wonderful facility that meets a real

David Fenwick
Chief Executive Officer
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BUCKLEY CARING CENTRE UPDATES
Buckley Caring Centre Redevelopment Update.
Amaroo has appointed PACT builder for the 74 bed redevelopment of Buckley Caring Centre.
It is very obvious now that we have demolished the twenty four Carson avenue units exactly where the new
additions are to be located. There is some further demolition of the cluster houses to take place at the rear
of Buckley, two before construction commences and two just before the completion of the project.
Consisting of two levels of 37 beds in pods or clusters of six and one of seven the new development Works
includes a new production kitchen with capacity to produce 200 meals at a time together with a state of the
art laundry.
A central hub where social activities cafe and dining functions are integrated into external areas is another
feature sure to provide a wow factor for the facility.
Upon completion of the new additions existing residents will be housed temporarily in the new section whilst
Karri wing is refurbished. This area is likely to become a 36 bed memory support specific area. On
completion the total number of beds will number 128.
BCC PLAN

AMAROO VILLAGE
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SURVEY
A few months ago Amaroo conducted a survey and we would like to thank all residents who took their time
and completed their survey.
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VILLAGE NEWS FROM GOSNELLS
THE GATSBY LUNCH
Another successful event hosted by Amaroo.
This year a taste of the 20s—Gatsby Themed
Luncheon came to the village.
On the arrival, residents were greeted with a
glass of champagne.
The event was complete with live
performance from 7th Heaven—Vocal Duo
and photo booth.
Residents were served an amazing three
course meal catered by our very own Dots
Cafe. Raffle was also drawn and prizes were
awarded for the winners.
The photo booth certainly brought fun,
laughter, humour and excitement to the
celebration. It was great to see so many
residents getting into the spirit of the event.
We would like to thank everyone who has
donated gifts towards the raffle. All proceeds
to Diabetes Foundation WA.
More photos can also be found on Amaroo
Facebook
page.
Simply
go
to
www.facebook.com/amaroovillage. You will
also be able to find all latest news and
updates.

VILLAGE NEWS FROM ALBANY
MOVIE NIGHT AT THE VILLAGE
Each month, residents gather together for a movie night at the clubhouse. Last
month saw residents had a blast watching Brassed Off, a movie brought by one
of the residents in the village, Joan. The night was filled with laughter and joy, to
top it off, they were served an ice-cream!

AMAROO VILLAGE
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VILLAGE NEWS FROM DENMARK
HAPPY HOUR
Denmark’s weather can be often be described as four
seasons in one day. We are now in the last month of winter
and battening down hatches. However, this does not stop
residents from enjoying themselves. The clubhouse is fully
refurbished and it has been great to see that its use is
growing. We are pleased to be able to provide the Carers
WA with a space in our clubhouse for their de-briefing
meetings.
The calendar is almost full with activities such as craft groups, arts, Bridge Club, Carers WA meetings,
movies and the all-time favourite Happy Hour on the first Friday of every month.
The Happy Hour is going from strength to strength! It was enjoyable for all those who attended. It was
great to see everyone chatting away and enjoying each others company. This is what makes Amaroo
Village a friendly and vibrant community.
At the start of spring, we are hoping to update the Happy Hour leaflet, to include more activities such as
BBQs, films, quizzes and more!

BRIDGE CLUB
There are around 40 people attending the Bridge Club each Thursday. Their kind donation is much
appreciated as it give us the opportunity to save for a flat screen TV to replace the one that the Senior’s
Club will be taking away to their new clubhouse, when it is completed.
HOME OPEN
For the opportunity to view our village
and villas, the home open is on Thursdays
9am—11am and Saturdays 1pm—
2.30pm. Our Village Sales Officer will be
able to assist you and provide clear and
easy information about the village.
Although the interest continues to be
keen, we are still experiencing a slow
mainstream market and as such, two
villas have now sold and another is under offer.

AMAROO HOME CARE
Amaroo Home Care provides Government Subsidised in
home assistance to eligible people living within Amaroo
and nearby in Gosnells. Our aim is to provide services
‘tailor made’ to people’s circumstances enabling them to
continue to live independently in their home for as long
as possible.
Amaroo Home Care can help with:









Personal care (showering, grooming and dressing )
Social support

Medications
Shopping & banking
Home help (cleaning, laundry)
Meal preparation
Transport to local appointments
Other services that you may require.

To access these services you need to be assessed as eligible by the Aged Care Assessment Team (ACAT). To
get this simply ask your GP to refer you to ACAT, they will then contact you and come out to your home to
complete this assessment. You can also contact ACAT Armadale/Kelmscott directly on 1300 785 415. Once
this is done, Amaroo Home Care are able to commence services for you.
From 1 July 2015, all Home Care Packages at Amaroo will be delivered on a Consumer Directed Care (CDC)
basis.
CDC means:


you get more say in the care and services you access, how it is delivered and who delivers it to you



you will have conversations about your needs and goals



you will work in partnership with your service provider to develop your care plan



you agree to the level of involvement you will have in managing your care package



you will have a greater understanding about how your package is funded and how those funds are spent
through your individualised budget and monthly income and expense statement



your service provider will monitor and provide you with ongoing formal reviews to ensure that your
package still meets your needs.

CDC allows you and your carer more power to influence the design and delivery of the services you receive. It
also allows you to exercise a greater degree of choice in what services are delivered and where and when
they are delivered. For more information please call Amaroo Home Care Coordinator on 9490 3899.

2 Wreford Court
Gosnells WA 6110

T: 1300 653 967
www.amaroovillage.com.au

facebook.com/amaroovillage

